8uoayg asino7 euuy ~

*aq 0} salisap auo uosiad ay) Ajipeals
SaW029q auo aduasaid Apeals asoym y3noly) apel
-wod © puly 0} Sunjew yuom isanb piey e si 1 ing
‘y3nous asned sI SSaUIBUO| UBWNY INO JNDIYIP
10U SI }I Ul UleWaJ 0} UdAD ‘ASEd SI 9AO| Ul [[e) Of

d)0n)

"‘AUOOW Aq Slom
aJowW 10§ WodaInnodAuoow Ino 3day) “guiudisap
pue Le jo syiom Sueald skolua Auooyy sewnisod
1904 AlleH JusIayip JO UO0ND3||0d aSie| B (M
1oudisop awMsod e SI AUOO :IsBAY 3y} INoqy

(o1ysiys) Auocow :spay

BlJUSJIOWY S J9)SBN SUOOJ 9y DML

0€ 6C

8C LC 9T ST ¥C €C C

1¢ 0 61 8L £1 91 GI

vl El ¢l 1oL e 8
L S 7 € ¢
600Z NNl

L€ 0€

6C 8C LT 9C ST ¥C €C

CC 1T 0C 61 81 L 91

Sl vl €l ¢l Lol 6

8 L 9 &tV € ¢C

1
600C HOYVW

1€ 0€ 6C 8¢
LT 9T ST ¥T €T T It
0C 6L 8L £1L 91 S ¥l
€L cl Lol 6 8 L

9 & ¥ € ¢
800¢C HEIﬂWEDEl(]

0€ 6C 8¢

LT 9T ST ¥T €T T It

0C 6L 8L £1L 91 S ¥l

€L cl Lol 6 8 L
9 § ¥ € ¢

800¢C HElﬂWElldEIS

0€ 6¢

8C LC 9T ST ¥C €C TC

1C 0C 6l 8L Z1 91 Gl

vl €L ¢l 1L Ol 6 8

L9 S v € T |

800¢ ANNI

L€ 0€

6C 8T LT 9T ST ¥ €€

¢C 1T 0C 6l 81 £1 91

Sl vl €l ¢l Lol 6

8 L 9 G v €€

1
800C HOUYVW

L€ 0€
6C 8T LC 9T ST v €€
CC 1T 0C 61 81 L 91
Sl vl €l ¢l Ll oL 6
8 L 9§ Vv € ¢C

1
£00T ¥3dW3D3a

1
£00T 439W3Ld3s

~
o~
o
~
Lo
o~

[
600C AVW

8C LT 9C ST ¥T €C
CC 1T 0C 61 81 Z1 91
Sl vl €L ¢l LL Ol 6
8 L 9 ¢ ¥ € ¢

L
600C AdVNI93Id

0€¢
6C 8C £C 9C ST ¥C €C
CC 1T 0T 61 81 £1L 91
Sl vl €L ¢l LL Ol 6
8 L 9 ¢ ¥ €

L

800C YIGWIAON
1€

0€ 6C 8¢ £C 9T ST ¥C

€C ¢C 1T 0T 6l 81 £1

9L Sl vl €L ¢l 1L Ol

6 8 £ 9 & v ¢€

¢ |

800¢C 1SNDONV
L€ 0€ 6C 8C LT 9T SC
vC €C ¢¢ 1T 0C 6l 81
L1 91 SL vl €L al Ll
0oL6 8 £ 9 ¢ ¥

¢ Il
600C AVW

¢ |
800C AYVNY43d

0€ 6C 8¢ LT 9T SC
vC €¢ ¢C 1C 0T 6l 81
L1 91 SLyl €L el Ll
0L6 8 £ 9 ¢ ¥

€ T |l
£00C YIGWIAON

L€ 0€ 6T 8C LT 9

SC ¥C €T ¢ 1t 0C 6

8L /L 91 Gl ¥l €1 ¢

ILoL e 8 £ 9 §
¢ I

— — =

vo€
£00¢ 1SNONV

0€ 6 8C L
9C SC ¥C €C ¢C 1t 0C
6l 8L Z1 9L S vl €l
cloll Ol 6 9 L9

S ¥
600Z 'IIHdV

1€ 0€ 6C 8C £C 9C
§C ¥¢ €C ¢ 1T 0C 6l
8L /L 91 Sl ¥l €1 Tl
ILoL6 8 £ 9 ¢

vo€ 7l
6002 AAVNNVI

L€ 0€ 6C 8C £C 9C
§¢ ¥C €C ¢C LT 0T o6l
8l /1 91 Sl ¥l €1 Tl
1oL 6 8 £ 9 ¢

v € T |
800¢C ¥390100

1€ 0€ 6C 8C /¢
9C ST ¢ €T T 1T 0T
6l 8L Z1 9L S vl €l
cliLol 6 8 £ 9

¥ € C 1
800T AIN(

0€ 6C 8¢ LT
9C ST ¥C €C TC 1t 0t
6l 8L Z1 91 Sl vl €1

cliLol 6 8 £ 9

S 7 €T |
800C 114dV

L€ 0€ 6T 8C LT
9C SC ¥C €C ¢C e 0C
6l 81 Z1 91 S vl €l
cliLol 6 8 £ 9

Sy €T |
8002 AIVNNVI

1€ 0€ 6T 8C
LT 9C ST ¥C €C ¢ IC
0C 6L 81 Z1L 91 S ¥l
€1 ¢l 1L 0L 6 8 4

9 & ¥ € ¢
£00¢C }IEIEIOJ.:)O

L€ 0€ 6C
8C LC 9T ST ¥C €C C
1¢ 0 61 8L £1 91 GI
vl El ¢l 1oL e 8

S ¥ €7
LOOZA‘Iﬂl

aufsowdup Aq ~

"uioq sem Aqeq ayj Ja1/e aWodaq Pjnom
9JI| |NJSSOAIS MOY POLIOM UD3Q pPeY aYy Mulyl O} puy

auopRaYd Y9 s1y Aq
paysey} 1y8i| an|q e Se a|qe} Ay} JapUN ISA0D J0J SAOP pue
Jamoly ayy paddoip sy “Apdnige paddoys Suiqqos ayy

‘paty 3y ,‘NOA aA0] |, “pueq

-sny siy 0} 1aso[d payoul ay ‘pjatys Suijquian ‘dnayred
e 91| wiy jo ol ut i Buipjoy pue samoyy e Suunfuo)
‘Pajedlpul pey 300q sy} uey

9sIOM onw 0s asom s3uims [euouwnioy asay] -a|doad
Jueudaid, uo pasn aq jou pnod suonod pue swieyd
Su1ayd 1ey) 108} aY) pasind Apus|is ‘Wiy 210jaq spueq
-sny puesnoyy e Jo sdajsjoo) ayy ut Suimojjoy ‘o “1ap.ey
paqqos Ajuo pueqsny siy se ‘osuodsas Suoim ayy sem )|

'$1ed) OJUl PAA[OSSIP
9y 2lojoq 1sn[ 1sed pey pueqgsny Siy Xay ay} JO S109)9
9y} Jo Buijeys ||Is ‘pres uew pasnjuod ay} ,‘sak U3,

JioW O} Sy} pIp NOA,

"9Bs J0j Sa¥EW A|[eUOISSEII0 BYS Jey)
S9AIEDS |00YDS JO UOND3|[0D Sunsaialul Ue sey pue Jiuy
0) SaYI| urey ‘SuIMmelp JoU UBYAA "Unj 1o} S3|poop A|jeuols
-B200 INq IOYINe Dljuey B A|ISOW S, UlRY ISV 3} IN0qy

urey sy
[9W O} SIYL I NOA :dpIL




Q) enp sy

L€ 0€ 67 8T LT | 1€ 0€ 6T 8T LT 9T ST
9 ST ¥C €C TT LT 0T | ¥ €C T 1T 0T 6l 8L
6l 8L £L 9L SL vl €L § £1 9L Sl vl €L ¢l 1L
tliLoLe 8 L9 QoLe 8 L9 St
Sy el € Tl
600z A1Nl( 600C AVW O € 6 Z
@ oo MmN
8¢ oA 9¢ 6¢ bl el ¢
2115|106 lawuing (P 1omenp s
[Z 0¢ ol 81 Z1 91 g1
DI ¢l Zl1 [ Ol 6 8
(O uoow my Aepyig
AQ)JeyN 0¥l
Z 9 5 4 ¢ 4 I
AVAANIVS Avdarii AVASANMHL - AVASINAIM - AVASHNL AVANOW AVANNS

600¢ ANINI

al0f Aq ~

"JIOAO SeM JeM S} -
MO AJjeulj 9y Uaym Sem Jeyj]

"9sJe s, uew
1oxep ay) uo padwe Ajwuy |ns
Spuey ‘s9aud| SIY O} ||} UBW UIOM
ay) ayew o) ydnoua 3uoj wiy 3ul
-S> 2J0J9( JUSIOW SSI[AWI} B IO}
saks s,uew Jayjo sy} ol 3uliels
‘swie s jjomalom ayy ol ideg)
pue jeswiy 303104 - payealq ||ns
9y uoseas ayy pue Juoje |je o1y -
juade a|duy ay) uaym sem )i ‘oN

‘passed ay
puey A1ana Aq doeq ay) uo padde|o
dulaq woly Jano |9y Aeau ay
uaym 31 sem JoN ‘sdi| siy uo asenbs
‘9SNOH JO PESH JOWIO) yDuNe)s
SIUY USAS 10 ‘Uin) Ul 4ayjow Jay Io
Wiy passiy JalsIs s pualy 1saq siy
USUM 1, USEM ]| "[[B) S3|IW paipuny
e aweu siy yum dn i Ays ayy
USUM JO SIea SIY paydeal S1aayd
15414 BY) USYM JOU )33y SIY Je peap
Ae| prezim 31 Sy} USYM },usem ]|

*9/2412 1ysuil

-nop Aese; ayy jo ued si ays 410
19y jo Aem ay) ul 198 j,uop Asyy
se 3uo| se--sSuiiied atel pue sjed
say1] os[e ays ‘(AemAue Aeme 3Zui
-moliy) dn spus ays jeyy) sSuimesp
AJ1s Suiyoieys pue soyuej Junim
1| ays “Aepyuiq 1oy 1oy ueqeyzy
JO I8UO0sLi{ 3uipeal aduls Sieak /
1sowie 1oy uo 3uIssasqo usaq sey
ays yoiym diys adeusyuidn ayy jo
95Neda( WOopue) JaNOd ALeH 8y}
ur Apsow si orewso ‘ssurddijiyq
oy} ul paseq :spay Yyl Inoqy
s193ul ‘)9|qe] WOJeAA SWNIPaYy
Jl1|ewWso Sy

sn “Ajjeud oL



Title: Summer vacations

Artist: neodandiesrule
Medium: Pen, Computer Coloring

About the Artist: neo is a French
student who joined the community
a year and a half ago or so, and has
been enjoying the nice and creative
atmosphere since then. Also, Keanu
Reeves is cute and sci-fi rocks so,
yes, you can shorten my name to
neo. *wink*

SR

Perfect blue sky and warm sunshine
soothes their weary bodies as they
lay in each other’s arms, cocooned
in a hard-won peace. Neither could
believe that their schedules finally
allowed them this break away from
their responsibilities, if only for a
little while, and each tried to outdo
the other with activities - swimming,
shopping, drinking.

It was as if they were starting all over,
unsure about spending so much time
with only each for company. Until
they realised all they wanted, all they
needed, was each other. This was
a time to talk, to touch, to taste, to
laugh. But most of all, to love.

~ by Cordelia Delayne
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Title: Summerwine

Artist: sandrainthesun

Lyrics: Ville Valo feat Natalia Avelon
- Summer wine

sandrainthesun:

- does arts and vids

- likes Harry Potter, Stargate Atlantis,
Due South, CSI, Supernatural, and
sunsets *g*

- is not really active in the Harry
Potter fandom anymore but likes
to visit sometimes

The workroom smelled of golden
sunshine and ripe fruit. | watched
him feeding a steaming cauldron
with chopped berries and a thin
stream of amber honey.
"It smells wonderful. What are you
brewing?" | asked.
"A new restorative," he replied, "but
the formula is still off." He sampled it
and grimaced. "l haven't been able to
recapture it."
"What?"
"That...sensation. Peace, security...
general...well being, if you like," he
said. "I remember it clearly, right
after...the war...when...when you
came and...brought me home," he
said, flushing.
| dipped up a beaker-full, then drew
him out the side door, into the late
afternoon sunshine. | led him to
our favourite garden bench and sat
beside him, offering him a sip.
"It's still not right," he sighed.
I drank. It was sweet and tangy and
held the warmth and contentment
of a lazy summer afternoon. | gazed
into his beloved eyes, then kissed
him deeply, mingling the flavours
of our mouths with the sweetness of
the potion.
His eyes fluttered closed for a
moment, then he sighed in content-
ment and smiled.
"...perfect."

~ by Chazpure
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Title: The Seasons: Autumn

Artist: Dax

Medium: Pencils, Digital painting
About the Artist: Dax's work is an
expression of all things fantastic,
magical and impossible that fires her
imagination. Having experimented
with a number of mediums, she still
favors a good old-fashioned pencil
and piece of paper. Dax and her sister
Ai currently put their talents to use as
freelance artists and web designers.

The Singing Moon hangs low in the
sky. Leaves skitter and skirl over stones.
Clouds scud through the wind-strewn
sky. And across the lake, a lone were-
wolf howls. The tempestuous wind
tosses the cloak and black hair of
the man who walks the lakeside path
alone. He is the wolf's companion,
helpmeet, lover, mate. He knows why
the wolf howls, how to soothe him.
He understands. He is lonely, too.
Autumn is the time when their losses
haunt them most, when they feel most
keenly their failures, their disappoint-
ments, the lives they should have had.
Autumn brings a restlessness of heart
and spirit, a desire to flee the past.
In shortening afternoons, they speak
of leaving Scotland, of going some-
place where they have no history.
They never do.

"Shh, I'm here," the man murmurs,
hunkering down against the wolf's
warmth. He presses his face to the fur,
blocking out the wind. / love you. "I'm
sorry I'm late."

The wolf nuzzles him, leaning heavily.
They have done this every year for ten
years. It never gets any easier.
"Come back to the castle," the man
urges. "lt's warmer."
When he returns to their home, a
wolf paces at his side.

~ by Innerslytherin
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Title: Trick-or-Treat

Artist: aleoninc
Medium: Digital

About the Artist: aleoninc enjoys
sarcasm and chocolate. No wonder
she likes this pairing.

It was universally acknowledged by
the children of Locksmeade that the
last house on the lane must not be
visited on Halloween. A scarecrow
lived there, some said, stuffed with
the hair of little children. Or the
Grim Reaper himself, said others,
draped in black and clutching a
scythe. Or, insisted others, it was a
vampire, with fangs designed for the
tender necks of trick-or-treaters.

Yet every year, two brave children
would skip up the lane, shriek-
ing, "Trick or treat!" and hoping
their wide smiles would melt away
evil. And every year, they would
meet something more terrifying than
anything in the village lore. The
screams would echo for miles as
the children fled in fear. "Pale as a
ghost!" they'd cry. "Hair like drip-
ping, black blood!" they'd screech.
"Did you see the bowl! of brains he
was holding?" they'd holler.

And every year at the last house on
the lane, a perplexed man would
shut the door and set his candy
down, shrugging his shoulders.
"You're not allowed to answer the
door anymore," a sympathetic voice
would say, patting his arm and grab-
bing a piece of chocolate." Although
this way," he'd add, "there's always
more candy left for me."

~ by Snegurochka
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Title: Dead Moon
Artist: Kaleidoskope

Medium: Acrylic, Ink, Gypsy, Pencil
and Photoshop (or you could just
say 'mixed media')

About the Artist: Kaleidoskope
became aware of Snape/Lupin in
Spring 2005 and was immediately
struck by both the interesting possi-
bilities of the pairing and the friendly
attitude of the shippers. She enjoys
dabbling in other fandoms, but still
considers SS/RL her homebase.

There is ice and snow and speckles
of blood all around them. It is cold,
and long ago the moon set into the
horizon; the first rays of dawn scatter
the light - on the ice, on the snow, on
the speckles of blood.

He is a dark man, with a dark face
and dark eyes and a dark robe, sitting
in the shadows. A cold wind, once
howling, is now starting to settle; the
hem of his robe is tucked around his
knee, no longer flapping about.

He reaches down to cradle the prone
body, run his fingers over the scars,
over the wounds, over the bruises
and the bumps and the scrapes. He
wipes away the blood with his finger-
tips - dark, black fingertips, covered
in gloves.

It is useless, though, his wiping away
of the blood with the fingertips,
because more blood wells up from
the wounds. He sighs, and brushes
away a strand of hair from a face.
It is a strand of grey hair, amongst a
crown of grey hair nestled amongst
brown.

A flutter of his own breath causes the
hairs to scatter. He whispers a name,
and then he says, 'You fool.'

~ by Jude
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Title: Gifts
Artist: Hill

Medium: Watercolor and Pencil

About the Artist: Hill has been a
Harry Potter fanartist for two years.
She enjoys it immensely!

He should have known he would
run into the other boy in the
sweet shop; in fact he had known,
although he would never admit
it, not even to himself. He had an
image to maintain, a certain repu-
tation for nastiness, and it wouldn't
do to let anyone find out that a
slow smile from golden eyes could
make him weak in a way no hex or
curse could match.

The object of his desires glanced
over, and there it was, that curve
of lips and a slight flush he fancied
was for him alone. The boy hesi-
tated, then a large, swirled lolly
was proffered. Without even think-
ing he reached out to take it, their
hands brushing warmly. "Sucker?"
his secret obsession asked, in that
deep, raspy voice that always sent
a thrill down his spine.

Yes, he probably was - but at
that moment, as those shining
eyes smiled just for him and a
hand touched his waist in a fleet-
ing caress, he supposed he really
didn't mind.

~ by Arionrhod
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Title: In Light of
Winter Enchantment

Artist: Karasu Hime

Medium: Wacom Tablet &
Photoshop CS2

About the Artist: Karasu Hime has
been in the Harry Potter fandom
for three years and enjoys going to
conventions and contributing her
art to various communities. Her
favourite pairings are Snape/Lupin
and Snape/Lupin/Lily, but she has
a fondnes for drawing Snape/Black

as well.

"That ridiculous yellow monstrosity
would attract a blind sloth!"

"No, it won't. This-" A wand arcs,
shielding them in a faint glow. "-is
my own creation. Privacy, invisibil-
ity, silence - even scent. You know
how capable | am at protecting
what is mine."

They are in their own world, liter-
ally, and for one second, the looks
they trade would scorch the field
of white surrounding them. Then
the taller man sits and crosses his
arms, scowling, and the other man
follows suit, draping his back along
his companion's. Slowly, as their
breathing steadies and matches, the
dark man's fierce look melts: frown-
blank-serene.

Wind blows, snow falls, the tem-
perature drops. Still, they sit, not
facing one another but held together
by magical shelter and a landscape
holding its breath. The slighter man
shivers, and the other man weaves a
warming charm into the ward - he
knows how to protect what is his
as well.

~ by lore
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Title: Love Potions

Artist: Leanne Peacey
(chistudios.com)

Medium: Ballpoint pen and PS CS3

About the Artist: Currently a renowned
pirate off the coast of New England, Chi
was always a fan of canon HP until dis-
covering the tales of 'Wicked Games'.
Since then, Snapes and Weasleys and
Lupins have been QUITE insistent upon
getting out..... She runs her own web-
site (www.chistudios.com) and can be
found frequently at conventions sing-
ing pirate songs, discussing comics, or
in general being a giant dork.

He was happy. An unusual state in
itself, made more so by the fact it
was born of sated contentment. He
was accustomed to feeling malicious
triumph over an act of conquest or
retaliation, not this quiet satisfaction in
another person's presence.

It hadn't been planned. Boredom with
tedious homework combined with
cheap wine had somehow led to hot,
messy kisses and fingers made clumsy
by desperation as they fumbled with
buttons, zippers, and knots.

But he didn't regret it. He couldn't
regret being in this warm cocoon,
curled around his secret friend turned
secret lover with scratchy wool cloaks
for blankets and their own hastily dis-
carded clothes for pillows. He couldn't
regret a single moment when he felt the
press of warm lips against his nose and
heard the words "love you" murmured
by a low, husky voice.

He didn't answer except to shift closer
and rest his hand over his lover's heart,
letting the possessive gesture speak
more eloquently than any words he
could ever bring himself to say.

I love you too.

~ by McKay
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Title: A Very Happy Birthday
Artist: Stasia

Medium: Wacom Tablet, fingers

About the Artist: I'm a knitter,
a writer, a mother, a wife, a humor-
ist, a woman, a student, a worker, a
caffiene addict and finally, myself.

Quote:
Epilogue: Alice Through the
Looking Glass

A boat, beneath a sunny sky
Lingering onward dreamily
In an evening of July --

Children three that nestle near,
Eager eye and willing ear
Pleased a simple tale to hear --

Long has paled that sunny sky:
Echoes fade and memories die:
Autumn frosts have slain July.

Still she haunts me, phantomwise
Alice moving under skies
Never seen by waking eyes.

Children yet, the tale to hear,
Eager eye and willing ear,
Lovingly shall nestle near.

In a Wonderland they lie,
Dreaming as the days go by,
Dreaming as the summers die:

Ever drifting down the stream --
Lingering in the golden gleam --

Life what is it but a dream?

~ by Lewis Carroll
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Title: Untitled
Artist: a_belladonna

Medium: Watercolours

About the Artist: About the Artist: a_
belladonna has been in HP fandom for
4 years and enjoys the Snape/Lupin,
Snape/Sirius, Snape/...heck, almost
any pairing that involves a certain
hook-nosed, greasy-haired (ex) Potions
master, including some het pairings.
Hailing from Europe, a_belladonna
also indulges herself with chocolate,
Adrien Brody movies, Medieval cloth-
ing and sweeping landscapes at sunset,
preferably all at the same time....

It wasn’t the most sophisticated code,
but it served its purpose. There was
nothing suspicious about taking a
walk. A free period on Tuesdays, when
all one’s friends were learning how
to take care of magical creatures (as
a werewolf, he didn’t have the heart
for it) led to boredom. No one could
argue with that, or his assertion that
he needed daily exercise. If a rock sat
nestled beside the daffodils, the other
boy was lonely.

He left his signal, a smaller rock beside
the first, which meant he'd try to get
away on Wednesday during break. A
bigger rock meant he couldn’t, but that
he’d make up an excuse to need the
library on Saturday at three. This week,
though, he felt the pull urgently, and
he put down his rock beside the first.
For a moment, he looked at it, and
then, feeling bold (his founder would
be proud), he moved it over until the
two touched.

On Wednesday, he was waiting out
of sight, and when the other boy sat
down in silence, he scooted closer
and wrapped his arm around sagging
shoulders. It wouldn’t heal the pain,
but it was the least he could do.

~ by Kellanine
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Title: Beltane Blessing
- Rite of Renewal

Artist: Geminia
Medium: Paint Shop Pro

About the Artist: Geminia has been
involved with online fandom for
10 years. The majority of this time
was spent as a FanFiction author,
however, over the last 4 years
her focus has gradually shifted
to doing photo manips and other
graphics. Gem's fannish interests
include: Severus Snape, MPREG of
the Snape variety, angst and cud-
dling of the Lupin/Snape variety.
Other areas of primary interest
include Paganism, New Zealand,
cats and snakes.

He had filled an entire scroll ear-
lier that day on the properties of
the hawthorn tree, including how
its tiny white blossoms had car-
ried the stink of plague and death
across centuries. How its wood
was the best for certain potions.

A few feet away, their classmates
talk of ribbons, garlands, and
dancing. He dreams of thorns
and of bouquets of secrets. He
mulls over how a fire of hawthorn
branches will burn more hot and
more fierce than one of oak. As his
lover's lips caress his brow, he feels
himself consumed by heat. / am a
hawthorn tree.

~ by Bronze Ribbons
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Title: Untitled

Artist: Mutsumi
Medium: Photoshop CS2 + GT

About the Artist: Mutsumi is an
artist from Germany who enjoys
Harry Potter, Naruto, drawing and
painting. She favours the use of her
Wacom Tablet, water colours, acryl-
ics and ink in art. If you would
like to see more of her artwork,
visit her DeviantArt Gallery:
http://mutsumi399.deviantart.com/

As a young man, he scorned the
idea that there'd ever been a time
when he hadn't feared the wolf and
loathed the human who lived within
the wolf's skin.

Years later, however, as he lay with-
in the warm embrace of a man
whose not-entirely-human amber
eyes gazed upon him with love, he
remembered....

His mother had died that year, and
nobody spared a thought for the
grieving boy, least of all the boy's
guilt-stricken father. So he'd run
away - south and west - sleeping
rough, eating when he could beg
enough coins to buy a meal, and
speaking to no one.

Then one unseasonably-cold night,
as he lay shivering in his late moth-
er's threadbare cloak...the dog came.
It was more wolf than dog, perhaps
(...and maybe more than wolf alone),
but when it crawled beside him, it
brought with it such warmth that the
boy instinctively held tight. The two
lay side by side until sunrise, when
the boy finally fell asleep.

When he woke, beside him - where
the wolf had been - was a Cornish
pasty wrapped in paper and money
to buy a bus ticket north.

The boy went home, convinced he'd
only dreamt of a wolf with amber
eyes.

~ by Beth H. (aka, bethbethbeth)
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